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Build Exper�se I Unlock Opportuni�es
Shape Ethiopia’s Financial Future
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Program Highlights

Online learning
10 Live webinars with experts
04 Interactive sessions
Case study analysis

Virtual & Physical industry tours
Free Virtual training (01)
Networking opportunities
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About AlHuda Centre of Islamic Banking 
and Economics (CIBE)

AlHuda Centre of Islamic Banking and Economics (CIBE) is an interna�onally 
recognized organiza�on specializing in advisory, capacity building, research, and 
Shariah-compliant financial solu�ons. With a global footprint spanning over 104 
countries, AlHuda CIBE has successfully partnered with financial ins�tu�ons, 
regulators, and development agencies to strengthen Islamic (interest-free) financial 
ecosystems.

The organiza�on has delivered:
• Interna�onal consultancy assignments 
• Professional training and cer�fica�on programs 
• Global conferences and forums 
• Research-driven policy and market development solu�ons 

AlHuda CIBE is commi�ed to bridging the gap between conven�onal finance and 
interest-free financial systems, enabling sustainable and inclusive financial growth 
worldwide.
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Program Overview

Lets Empower Fresh & Talented YouthA Trusted Name in Islamic Banking & Finance Since 2005

This program bridges Ethiopia’s growing interest-free banking sector with global Islamic finance 
exper�se through structured virtual program and applied learning. It is designed to equip finance 
professionals with prac�cal knowledge and interna�onal exposure in interest-free financial systems.
Originally launched during the COVID-19 pandemic, this ini�a�ve has evolved into a globally 
recognized virtual internship pla�orm with over 4,000 par�cipants from 140+ countries and 300+ 
expert-led sessions.

Overview of Ethiopia’s Financial Sector
Ethiopia’s financial sector is one of the fastest growing in Africa, characterized by ongoing reforms, 
increased financial inclusion, and gradual liberaliza�on. The sector includes:
• Commercial banks 
• Microfinance ins�tu�ons 
• Insurance companies 
• Emerging fintech ecosystem 

Growth of Interest-Free Banking in Ethiopia
Interest-Free Banking (IFB) is expanding in Ethiopia with regulatory support and increasing demand 
for Shariah-compliant products across banking and microfinance sectors.

Program Objec�ves
The program aims to:
• Strengthen professional capacity in interest-free banking and finance 
• Support the sustainable growth of Ethiopia’s IFB sector 
• Develop prac�cal understanding of Shariah-compliant financial products 
• Enhance analy�cal, research, and strategic thinking skills 
• Promote knowledge exchange between local professionals and global experts 

Learning Outcomes
Upon successful comple�on, par�cipants will be able to:
• Understand core principles of interest-free banking and finance 
• Apply Islamic financial contracts in real-world scenarios 
• Analyze IFB opera�ons within Ethiopian financial ins�tu�ons 
• Evaluate risks and compliance requirements in IFB systems 
• Develop insights into Islamic microfinance, Takaful, and capital markets 
• Interpret regulatory frameworks and Shariah governance structures 
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Program Structure
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The program combines structured online learning, live webinars, interac�ve sessions, case studies, and global 
expert-led internship exposure.

Value-Added Features
• Interna�onal exposure sessions with global industry professionals 
• Virtual industry tours of leading Interna�onal financial ins�tu�ons 
• Free training workshop
• Real-�me engagement and networking opportuni�es
Designed specifically for Ethiopian financial professionals to support na�onal financial inclusion and Islamic 
banking development.
Ac�vi�es & Deliverables

Orienta�on Session - Overview of the program, AlHuda CIBE, and growth of interest-free finance in Ethiopia

Webinar - 1 – Founda�ons of Interest-Free Finance and Shariah Principles: Relevance for Ethiopia

Webinar - 2 – Evolu�on of interest-free banking in Ethiopia: trends, opportuni�es, and ins�tu�onal models

Webinar - 3 – Advancing financial inclusion through interest-free microfinance in Ethiopia

Webinar - 4 – Takaful in Ethiopia: market poten�al and insurance sector readiness

Webinar - 5 – Islamic capital markets and Sukuk: unlocking financing opportuni�es for Ethiopia

Webinar - 6 – Regulatory framework for interest-free finance: role of the Na�onal Bank of Ethiopia

Webinar - 7 – FinTech and interest-free finance: shaping the future of banking in Ethiopia

Webinar - 8 - The Need for Research-Based Innova�on in the Interest-Free Finance Industry

Webinar -9 -  Shariah Governance Frameworks: Roles of Boards, Management, and Auditors

Webinar – 10 – Interest-Free Digital Banking and Neobanks: Opportuni�es and Risks

Interac�ve Session - 1 – Interest-free financial contracts: Murabaha, Mudarabah, Musharakah, Ijarah

Interac�ve Session - 2 – Retail and SME-focused interest-free banking products

Interac�ve Session - 3 – Shariah governance and compliance frameworks

Interac�ve Session - 4 – FinTech and digital transforma�on in interest-free finance

Research Task 1 – Market landscape and gap analysis of interest-free banking and finance in Ethiopia

Research Task 2 – Compara�ve analysis: Ethiopia vs. global interest-free finance markets

Research Task 3 – Regulatory and Shariah governance framework analysis for interest-free finance in Ethiopia

Research Task 4 – Awareness and adop�on study on interest-free banking in Ethiopia

Study Material – Weekly learning materials (PPTs, ar�cles, reference documents)

Training – One Day Specialized Online Training on Opera�onal and Prac�cal Aspects of Non-Interest Banking & Finance

Virtual & Physical Exposure Visit

Final Report Submission – Internship report submission

Final Discussion Session – Open Q&A, feedback, and experience sharing with AlHuda CIBE

Cer�ficate Distribu�on 
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Eligibility Criteria
The program is designed for:
• Banking and financial sector professionals 
• Employees of microfinance ins�tu�ons and insurance companies 
• Regulators and policymakers 
• Finance professionals and consultants 
• Academics and researchers 

Preferred Backgrounds
• Banking & Financial Services 
• Microfinance & Development Finance 
• Insurance (Conven�onal & Takaful) 
• Capital Markets 
• Accoun�ng & Audi�ng 
• Fintech & Digital Finance 

Cer�fica�on
Par�cipants will receive an Interna�onal Cer�ficate from AlHuda CIBE (UAE) upon successful 
comple�on.

Applica�on Process
•  Last Date to Apply:   5 June 2026
•  Program Start Date: 10 June 2026

How to Apply
Interested candidates may apply by filling out the applica�on form at the following link: 
h�ps://forms.gle/JJ7HVebFDsLBHCYb8
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www.alhudacibe.com/virtual-internship

Glimpse of previous Global Virtual Internship 
Program on ISLAMIC BANKING AND FINANCE

(2020 - 2025)
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Global Track Record (2020–2026)
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